From the Sandbox (Iraq)
By LTC Jesse Galvan

Editor’s Note.   Continued from Digest’s (Spring Summer Issue) Marie Medley Pg 8, Col 1.
This final Update from “the Sandbox”  was dispatched by LTC Jesse Galvan, Deputy Commanding 

Officer., 89th MP Brigade.  

Greetings Family and Friends,

 Well, here it is, the Final Update from the Sandbox, who would have "thunk" this day would ever come.  I am sitting here in my interim office with our mid RIP brief with our counter parts (I'll get to that here in a 

minute) complete, which means we have made the switch to the passenger seat as they are now in the driver's seat as we provide over watch until they fully assume the mission on the 24th and we likewise just completed the last of the major tasks, the initial Cropper Transition conference, with the Ministry of Justice and the Iraqi Correctional Services, before our ceremonies, both the Transfer of Authority and the awards ceremony set for Saturday the 24th.  So we are literally hours away from transferring this mission to another more than capable entity.

We are conducting the RIP, Relief In Place, with the 49th MP Brigade TAC, a National Guard Unit out of California, and also with the 705th Military Police Battalion, one of our subordinate units here, coming down from Taji as that facility was transitioned last month.  If it sounds a little confusing, let me explain.  The decision not to backfill the 89th Military Police Brigade back some time ago was made as we are drawing this mission, Operation Iraqi Freedom, down.  Well, we aren't quite were we thought we would be when the decision was made to turn those resources off.   There are still some major efforts that have to be accomplished before we reach our end state and one battalion HQs will not be enough.  So kinda like we did in Bucca, there will be a TAC, Tactical Command Post, commanded and controlled by a Colonel from the 49th MP Bde.  The 49th MP Bde is deployed here conducting Police Transition Team operations and offered their assistance in this matter by providing one of the deputy commanders, an O-6 until they re-deploy home late summer.  By that time, we will have transitioned Cropper and will be down to a one battalion mission set.  It is about a three month gap that is required to be filled and the timing is just about right for the 49th MP Bde and the 705th MP Bn.  In the year we have been here we have transitioned from a two brigade mission set with operations being conducted at three geographical separate locations, to shaping this operation for the final TIF here at Camp Cropper with a detainee population of about 100.....and to have been part of all of that is truly humbling.

Let's see, 12,000 detainees, over 10,000 service members, the closure of the Bucca TIF, the transfer of the Bucca FOB to the Multinational Corps Iraq, the construction and eventual transfer of FOB Future now called the National Iraqi Correctional Training Center, training over 1,000 Iraqi Correctional Officers, conducting Air Transport missions in support of the Ministry Of Justice to transfer 2,500 Iraqi Prisoners to a prison up north after they burnt down the Baghdad Central prison, the transfer of the Taji TIF, and finally setting the conditions for the assumption of this operation by another command and control node as they prepare to finish off what so many before us came here to do, and that was eventually working our way out of a job by transferring the detainee operations mission over to the government of Iraq.  That in and of itself was a huge mouth full and certainly something we are all tremendously proud of!!!  We were very kindly 

recognized by one of the other units here on the FOB last evening, and the Commander, COL Degnan very eloquently stated that we, the 89th Military Police Brigade really have an amazing story to tell.  The accomplishments, and most were stated above, are just part of the story, how this brigade went about accomplishing these major tasks is the hallmark of this organization......and they were all accomplished with a sense of dignity and class.  A command climate any Soldier would truly want to be a part of.  And despite the many times I thought my Boss was micromanaging the effort, I look back and well, he was, but for good reason....the strategic implications were everywhere and although an amazingly talented staff....it was a good thing he got into the weeds on many things....it proved beneficial on more than one occasion.....that's why he's the Brigade Commander!!!  And I truly look forward to working for him again here this summer as he takes on the duties as the Assistant Commandant of the MP School!!!  HOOAH!!!  More good time ahead!!!

The danger of mentioning folks by name in either verbal or written correspondence is that you may forget someone.  Well, many of you reading this know me well enough that I would not intentionally leave someone out. But I would be remised if I did not take a little bit of time and thank so many of you out there for going above and beyond that call of duty.....first and foremost to my Soldier Angel Lynn.  I'm sure I've mentioned her before, but to refresh some memories here, Lynn, like so many other Great Americans volunteered to be a Soldier Angel and I was lucky enough to have her as mine.....with countless cards, letters care packages and my "lucky socks" for the half marathon, Lynn, I really appreciate all you did for me over the course of this deployment!!!  And I do hope to head your way someday and eventually meet you!!! To Mrs. Marie Curry, I knew I could depend on my Friday e-mail from you come rain or shine!!! Thank you Ma'am, for the consistent e-mail communication with both Sheila and me, it really means a great deal to know how much our Senior Leaders Spouses do care about our deployed service members and their families!!!  Thank You Ma'am!!!  To Angela B, you too kept the e-mail traffic coming and I knew I could count on you to make me laugh as I read through your updates from back Fort Leonard Wood way!!!  HOOAH.  To my Dear Friend John Grove, being in similar time zones only about 2 hours difference, made our communications interesting especially with updates  from the Chelsea Matches, thank you Sir, for 

keeping the lines of communication open!!!  To all of my Brothers here in the fight; Jimmy, Steph, Jeff, Kevin and Paul.....what a ride Fellas and thank you for great times and even better memories!!!  And last and of course not least is my Lovely Bride of almost 20 years (what a lucky woman?!?! Ha ha!!!)  During the course of the last few weeks I got to listen to Soldiers speak of the trials and tribulations back home with their families.  Now don't get me wrong, I know it was not all a bed of roses for Sheila and the kids, but being the seasoned Army spouse that she is, she took on 99% of all that was going on at home and truly allowed me to concentrate my efforts here on this operation.....and for that Mrs. Galvan, I am eternally grateful!!!  Thank You Sheila, for your contributions to the success of this deployment!!!

Last evening, I  was sitting with one of the officers who was down in Bucca with me when we first kicked this mission off oh, 11 months and 17 days ago, but who's counting....and we spoke of the good ol days down Bucca way and in many respects it seems so very long ago and yet in some regards it seems just like yesterday we walked off the ramp of the Chinooks and were happily greeted by the leadership of the 42nd Military Police Brigade; COL Dave Glaser, COL Kevin Vereen, LTC Erica Nelson, CSM Ed Dahl, Maj Rich Ball and the list goes on and on, and I can now appreciate the smile you could not possibly wipe off of their faces.  Well, I too am smiling and it is not necessarily because our replacements are here and we are just about mission complete preparing our replacements for the rigors of this mission, but it is because unlike previous deployments, we have seen the fruits of our labor, we have touched the differences we have made here, we have witnessed the transition of this operation to the next phase and have, without a doubt, shaped the next phase for success!!!  For the many if you out there who have likewise shed a little blood, sweat and a few tears here in Iraq, know that is has not gone in vain....we have carried that mantra of "return 

with honor" and the honor is in knowing we all made a huge difference here in this country.

I have been blessed in more ways than I deserve and I know that and try not to take it for granted.  For the many supporters who have prayed daily for our safe return, I ask that you keep praying for us as we embark on the first phase of the re-deployment and I ask that you likewise pray for successful re-integrations with our families....very stressful for some, so please keep our Soldiers and their families your thoughts and prayers.

As I conclude this final update, know it will not be the last from Jesse Galvan, form this sandbox, more than likely, but I will be sure to keep all on the addressee line abreast of the goings on in the Galvan household.  I 

will re-deploy with the brigade to Fort Hood and commence out-processing. And then my Lovely Bride who will make the trek to Texas, we will head back to the Home of the Military Police Corps Regiment and I will commence my next job as the Director of Plans and Operations for the MP School.  It will be about a two or three weeks until I am in the desk, but I will be sure to check my AKO from time to time.  So until next time, thank you all for the amazing support and I look forward to seeing many of your down the road and 

to some actually meeting you!!!

God Bless,

Most Humbly,

Jesse D Galvan

Griffin 5 O&I
jesse.galvan@us.army.mil.

